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January 10,2011 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 


Re: Coal Oil Point Access Improvements and Habitat Restoration 

Dear Chairperson Bosco. 

I am writing to support the Coal Oil Point Reserve's application for funding from the Coastal 
Conservancy to improve trails and access points at the reserve and to restore sensitive habitatc; 
around the access areas. This projcct will maintain the same level ofpublic access to the reserve 
and yet greatly improve the issues ofhabitat degradation from uncontroUcd access. The 
replacement ofold fences with better alternatives will also improve the aesthetics ofthe public 
areas. Eroded trails will be fixed and the edges will be planted with native species to encourage 
people to stay on trails. 

The COPR trails are an attractive part ofthe EllwoodlDevercux open space and SCl'\Ie a broad 
range ofusers, locally and :regionally. The reserve is also the largest wintering site for threatened 
Snowy Plovers. The reserve has continuously improved the experience for the users and 
improved the quality oftlu:l habitats for protected species. For example, the Westcm Snowy 
Plovers made a comeback to breed at the reserve while the beach remained open to the public. 
The proposed project will further balance coastal recreation and preservation and is a model to 
other areas facing similar challenges. 
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December 15, 2010 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
Californ ia Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: Coal Oil Point Access Improvements and Habitat Restoration 

Dear Chairperson Bosco, 

I write to personally support Coal Oil Point Reserve's application for funding 
from the Coastal Conservancy to improve trails and access points at the 
Reserve and to restore sensitive habitats around the access areas. This 
project will maintain the same level of public access to the Reserve and yet 
greatly improve important existing issues of habitat degradation from 
uncontrolled access . The replacement of old fences with better alternatives 
will also improve the aesthetics of the public areas. Eroded trails will be 
repaired and native species vegetation wi ll be planted along the edges to 
encourage people to stay on trails . 

The COPR trai ls are an attractive part of the City and the public's 
Ellwood/Devereux open space and it serves a broad range of users, locally 
and regionally. The Reserve is also California's largest wintering site for 
threatened Western Snowy Plovers . Working in the Plover Docent Program 
since it began in 2001 , I have seen over-wintering populations of 400 plovers 
at the Reserve. 

Over the past ten years the Reserve has continuously improved the 
experience for users and improved the qual ity of the habitats for many 
protected species . For example, the Western Snowy Plovers have returned to 
breed at the Reserve while keeping the beach open to the public. Fledgling 
success now averages between 50 and 70 each year. The proposed project 
will further balance coastal recreation and preservation and is a model to other 
areas facing similar challenges. 

might witness the 

Edward Easton 
Mayor Pro Tempore 
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Santa Barbara Audubon Society, Inc. 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 

5679 Hollister Avenue, Suite 58, Goleta, CA 93117 (805) 964-1468 

December 14,2010 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13 th Floor 
Oakland CA 94612 

Re: Coal Oil Point Access Improvements and Habitat Restoration 

Dear Chairperson Bosco: 

I am writing to support the Coal Oil Point Reserve's application for funding from the Coastal 
Conservancy to improve trails and access points at the reserve and to re tore sensitive habitats 
around the access areas. This project will maintain the sam level of public access to the re erve 
and yet greatly improve the issues of habitat degradation from uncontrolled access. The 
replacement of old fences with better alternatives will also improve the aesthetics of the public 
areas. Eroded trails will b fixed and the edges will be planted with native species to encourage 
people to stay on trails. 

The COPR trails are an attractive part of the EllwoodfDevereux open space and serve a broad 
range of users, locally and regionally. The reserve is also the largest wintering site for threatened 
Snowy Plovers. The reserv has continuously improved the experience for the users and 
improved the qual ity of the habitats for protected species. For example, the Western Snowy 
Plovers made a comeback to breed at the reserve while the beach remained open to the public. 
The proposed project will further balance coastal recreation and preservation and is a model to 
other areas facing similar challenges. 

Santa Barbara Audubon has a long-time partnership with Coal Oil Point Reserve, co-managing 
the Plover Education Program. and participating in Habitat Restoration projects to improve the 
ecological integrity of the reserve. We strongly support the Access Plan to focus public access 
on trails that will minimize habitat fragmentation . We urge you to fund the proposed project at 
Coal Oil Point Reserve. 

Sincerely, 

Darlene Chinnan, President 
anta Barbara Audubon Society 
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